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no doubt, sincerely, denied that they had the smallest wisli to
set up a Catholic establishment, or that they believed such an
idea to be entertained by the Catholics; and they added, that
any such attempt would encounter their strenuous resistance.
"With the mass of the Catholic peasantry, the question was not,
I believe, one of privilege or establishment. It was a desire to
be relieved from a heavy and unequal burden, which pressed
most severely on the poorest cottiers; which was greatly
aggravated by the system of tithe proctors, and by the constant
disputes about new and old tithes; which was levied directly
on the produce of the soil, and which was levied for the benefit
of the clergy of another creed. To abolish this impost was one
of their most earnest and unwavering desires, and it is probable
that if this had been done they would have cared very little for
the existence of the Establishment. We have seen how earnestly,
in three successive years, Grattan had pressed upon the Irish
Government and Parliament the vital necessity of dealing with
this question ; how he had proposed schemes for commutation,
which would probably have completely allayed the discontent;
how Pitt, at a still earlier period, had suggested the same
policy ; and how the Irish Government had steadily resisted it.1
The tithe grievance was now the chief political bond between
the Presbyterians of the North and the Catholics of the South ;
and the fact that the French had begun their Revolution by
abolishing tithes, was one of the chief motives put forward for
welcoming a French invasion.

After the question of tithes, but after it at a considerable
distance, came the question of rent. I have described the great
and sudden increase of rents which corn bounties and war prices
had produced, and the way in which it acted on different classes
of the community. The many instances of hardship and distress
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